West Virginia Reading Association Conference
at the Greenbrier Resort
Lester Laminack-November 18, 2021 )
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Lester L. Laminack is Professor Emeritus, Western Carolina University in
Cullowhee, North Carolina where he received two awards for excellence in
teaching. Lester is now a full-time writer and consultant working with schools
throughout the United States and abroad. He is an active member of the National
Council of Teachers of English and served as co-editor of the NCTE journal Primary
Voices and as editor of the Children’s Book Review Department of the NCTE
journal Language Arts.

He is the author or co-author of several professional books including Learning with
Zachary (Scholastic), Spelling in Use (NCTE), Volunteers Working with Young
Readers (NCTE), The Writing Workshop: Working Through the Hard Parts (NCTE),
Learning Under the Influence of Language and Literature (Heinemann) Reading
Aloud Across the Curriculum (Heinemann), Climb Inside a Poem (Heinemann)
Cracking Open the Author’s Craft (Scholastic), Unwrapping the Read Aloud
(Scholastic), Bullying Hurts: Teaching Kindness Through Read Aloud and Guided
Conversations (Heinemann), The Writing Teacher’s Troubleshooting Guide
(Heinemann), and Writers ARE Readers: Flipping Reading Strategies into Writing
Instruction (Heinemann).

Lester is also the author of several children’s books including: The Sunsets of Miss
Olivia Wiggins, Trevor’s Wiggly-Wobbly Tooth, Saturdays and Tea Cakes, Jake’s
100th Day of School, Snow Day!, Three Hens and a Peacock (2012 Children’s
Choice K-2 Book of the Year Award), The King of Bees, and a forthcoming book
titled The Enormous Egg.



